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About CSE 

Centre for Science & Environment 
(CSE):  is a public interest research 
advocacy organisation set up in 
1980. 

Anil Agarwal (Engineer-journalist) 
was the Founder Director of CSE . 

Wanted to create an institution that 
could bridge the gap between 
information and knowledge. 

In the mid-1990s we realised that we 
need to connect the circle-

‘ information-knowledge-action-information’.



been with the Centre for

 Ms Sunita Narain 
is currently the 

Director General, CSE New Delhi 
         

In 2005 and again in 2008 and 2009 she was included by US journal 
Foreign Policy as one of the world’s 100 public intellectuals. 

In 2005 she was awarded the Padma Shri by the Indian government. 

She has also received the Stockholm World Water Prize (2005) for 
work on rainwater harvesting and for its policy influence in building 
paradigms for community based water management.

She is a writer and environmentalist, 
who uses knowledge for change. 



CSE – Background

It promotes sustainable development with equity, 
participation and democracy through – 

•  knowledge based activism

•  policy research combined with 
  public awareness 

 



CSE also currently the -

Centre of Excellence in of Urban Development in the Sustainable
Water management area (Ministry of Urban Development)

Nodal centre for training of Regulators (Ministry of Environment 
& Forests) 

National hub for knowledge creation and capacity building 
(Ministry of Rural Development)



CSE – Programmes 

Areas of work : 

Air Pollution,  Climate Change and Renewable 
Energy, Industry and Environment , Food Safety 
and Toxins, Environmental Education and 
Training and Water Management. 

•  Communication and Awareness 
•  Research and Advocacy
•  Education and Training 
•  Knowledge Portal 
•  Pollution  Monitoring 



   Water Programme



Water > Shortage, or mismanagement?


 Heavy dependence on 

 
  
surf
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-
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wat
er


 Lost: Rich hydrological traditions


 Community role destroyed


  Cann’t flush and forget

Water is about life. It is about health. It is about livelihoods. 
It is about wealth. 

Water / Wastewater has to be everybody’s business 
……….



    A paradigm that must change, urgently



Programme Objectives

1. Research
    Secure sustainability in water/wastewater management 

including urban water bodies/lakes conservation.
2. Capacity building 
    Improved capacities and understanding about issues of 

augmenting water supply through rainwater harvesting 
and treatment and reuse of wastewater 

    Increased knowledge about best practices on rainwater 
harvesting and treatment and reuse of wastewater 

3. Knowledge Dissemination
    Made available up-to-date and relevant information 

related to urban water management and dissemination 
through website 



                     CSE Water Programme 

Awareness Creation

Knowledge 
Creation

and 
Capacity Building 

Building knowledge 
Networks

•  Research to understand nature of problems and 
   develop solutions
•  To enable institutions and people undertake    
   actions in managing  water / wastewater and   
   implementation of best practices.
   (technical advisory, training workshops, training    
    manuals) 

• To strengthen all those who are  involved in  
   managing their water  - governments, community/ 
   individual
   (newsletter, model projects, rain centres and 
   Paani Yatras)

To make households, industries, institutions, villages
 and urban mohallas, all recognize the importance 
and value of Water.
(reports, articles, films, exhibitions, lectures, website)  



RESEARCH 

1.  Wastewater Management 
2.  Rainwater Harvesting
3.  Water Efficiency 
4.  River Pollution 



• Rainwater Harvesting
• Decentralised Wastewater Treatment & Reuse
     - across India and South Asia

CAPACITY BUILDING





KNOWLEDGE 
DISSEMINATION



www.cseindia.org



Knowledge Dissemination
     CSE website has dedicated interactive online information – 



www.rainwaterharvesting.org



www.indiaenvironmentportal.org



www. downtoearth.org



Salient Features Knowledge Dissemination

• A central repository of information made available on all 
aspects related to sustainable urban water management, 
with an easy to use and convenient informational services

• Informational services: directory of people and organisations 
working on sustainable water management, statistical data,     
e-newsletters, announcements of events (conferences, 
seminars etc.), progress of cities under JNNURM in the area of 
urban water management etc.  

• News clippings, books, e-documents  policy documents, articles

• No fees charged for information dissemination



Knowledge Dissemination (contd-...)
• CSE is compiling a nationwide database of people 

involved in urban rainwater harvesting. 
    The database includes list of individuals, government, non 

government agencies involved in designing and 
implementation of RWH systems.

• Rainfall data of 27 Indian cities has been compiled. The 
data gives average annual rainfall and number of rainy 
days for the last 25 years. Graphical interpretation of the 
data is available at 
http://www.rainwaterharvesting.org/rainfall_index.htm

• National/ international legislations and financial incentives 
on RWH are available

• RWH case studies (traditional, urban and rural) are also 
available



• CSE has prepared an interactive database on the 
threatened water bodies of India. The database provides 
the case studies of different wetlands, both natural and 
artificial

• The details of researchers, government departments 
institutions/individuals (petitioners) related to the 
wetlands are also available

• Links to related articles are available 
-http://www.rainwaterharvesting.org/pulic_interest.htm

• Links to few outstanding judgments and petitions filed to 
save the water bodies are available

Knowledge Dissemination



Knowledge-based activism
in India and South Asia

Information
Collating data

(Library, Databases, Activists, 
science / policy community, civil 
society, etc.)

Knowledge 
Research, analysis

(Down To Earth, e-newsletters, 
Websites, State of Environment 
books, monographs, etc.)

Wisdom/Action
Policy advocacy, communication



THANK YOU
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